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ABSTRACT

A close reading and analysis of the writings in#cditerature give a wider insight to us about &rab world.
It also throws light on the attitudes, cultures)] &eliefs of the people belong to it. Though bdbkigaoted in Islamic rules
and principles, different Arab nations follow theiwn cultural beliefs and systems. Thus, an analgkthe literary works
by writers from different nations demands a carefalding of their cultural characteristics. The gragxplores the craft of
character portrayal in Fadi Zaghmoutlse Bride of Amman from the perspective of feminism. The sufferingd agonies

of the female characters are portrayed vividlyt.in i
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INTRODUCTION

The principles and beliefs of feminism have undesgdrastic changes over time. The term feminisoséd to
depict a political, cultural or economic movememtended at establishing equal rights and legaleptimn for women.
Feminism as a movement achieved its status inikatteth century. It witnessed the result of twotaees great effort
for cultural and socio-political rights. Such adhaffort had its first expression in Mary Wollstenaft's Vindication of the
Rights of Woman (1972) and shortly in John Stuart MillBe Subjection of Women (1869) and the American Margaret
Fuller's Woman in the Nineteenth Century (1845). This school of criticism came into promipenin the late 1960s.

They strive continuously for ensuring equality @gial, economic and political grounds.

Femininity and its application are key situations flefining culture. The normalization of femininkaracters
functions as an over-determined depiction of “Ardst within Arab communities. Fadi Zaghmouttee Bride of Amman
is set in Jordan. Fadi Zaghmout is a rising Joatamovelist and an active blogger. His first nodebos Amman
(The Bride of Amman) was published in the Arabic language in Jordadainuary 2012. It addresses issues of gender and
sexuality in the lives of people who belong to tiity of Amman. It is translated into English by RuAhmedzai Kemp in
2015. It reflects the lives of Arab society in Jamdwith vivid details including women, children,damisogynistic Arab

men.

CONTENT

The Bride of Amman throws light on the lives of Jordanian people dedr by conservatism and inequity.
Through Salma, her younger sister Leila and henfts Rana and Hayat, the novel exposes the naiewvg wf the social
order that credit marriage as central to femalesterce. It actually gives a big blow to their paaofreedom.
It portrays the inner turmoil of the female persomého feel suffocated and strive hard to switchhutiite rigid norms of

the society. The novel is primarily told from femalerspectives accompanied by a single male vitideals with various
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themes such as marriage, female subjugation, tmeindmce of patriarchy, homosexuality, and suicifiee novel’s
essence is entwined into the fabric of Arab socilttgiscusses issues normally swept under theesbédisguise in the
name of honor. It portrays various problems suchragse, suicide, misogyny, unplanned pregnancy, céspion,

suppression and so on.

We are introduced to a number of female charadter3he Bride of Amman, including Leila, a young,
academically motivated student; her friend Hayatpwomes to grips with her history of abuse; tliggnd Rana, who
secretly loves a young man from a different religa;md must face the consequences; and Salma, d eil#ér sister who
face the pressure of being a spinster in her d¢sirfihe mastery in portraying the female charastdrs suffer a lot of

emotional turmoil due to the pressure of socieyapicted well in the novel.

Leila is introduced as a highly academic student Wwas passed her degree with a distinction. Hamaty the
highest scores can be read as her effort to platpaosn the very face of sexual discrimination piedaeven among the

educated strata. As she says in the first parheBride of Amman:

| partly have Loai to thank for my success, thewsiball in my class whose marks | have always kept
an eye on, making sure | did better. He's beereatgource of motivation, and his being male made m
even more determined to beat him. It was him whalenme realize the sheer scale of the sexual
discrimination | faced when he told me his fathegaction once after | got a higher score than inim

class. (Zaghmout 2)

Leila’s attitude to sexual discrimination and heelfng as a woman is depicted well in this cont&kte says,
“Yes, I'm a woman and yes, | have passed my degidle a distinction. That's what | want to be recogd for”
(Zzaghmout 3). Even though she was confident ableaitsuperiority of her success, getting engaged risueh more
significant achievement than getting a degree arywnes’ eye. As a member of a conservative faratg was sent to a
single-sex school on the ground that no one isnaitbto have any kind of romance before marriagés this bond of

social constraints that forced her to get aparnftbe first man in her life, Omar.

The attitude of the society towards marriage andation is also portrayed well in the novel. Leslaagerness to
tell about her success in academics is contrarthéoreaction of the family. Her family including rhenother and
grandmother value it as nothing more than anottegr an the path of marriage. Marriage as an ureltsocial institution
carves her enthusiasm towards studies. Leila’s entstimain concern was about her securing the thestaes of bagging a
husband. The noble status that men enjoy in atgoitiat follows the rigid norms of patriarchy isntasted with the real

position of men in search of brides. In Leila’s ehstion:

Most men looking to get married these days are lertabsupport a family on their income alone, sayth
hope to find a wife who can help share the findnbiarden of raising children. This has ironic
implications for women in our society; our hard-waght to go out to work has turned into a duty,

another chore that doesn’t reduce the long listtbér chores waiting for us at home. (Zaghmout 34)

A Jordanian man accepts his wife’s help econonyidalit won't share her burdens. The disparities &xdt in

the society between men and women are well expidpséeeila as:

A man is considered a good catch if he has a jobh avgood salary. Meanwhile, to qualify as a pasént

bride, a woman has to be beautiful, the right agerally impeccable, a talented cook and cleanat, an
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have a degree and a job. Maximizing the chancdinding a fiancé is a very difficult and complex

game, so a job has become a precondition. (Zagh&wut

She recognizes the irony bound up with the doubksgure of finding a husband and a good job aftadustion.
Leila was extremely happy to get a position in akbas the job meets society’s requirements for mamto work and be
a housewife at the same time. Even in the workpsheehad to withstand the gaze of her employéhrdtvs a ray of light
on the fact that exploitation against women irresipe of their academic and professional statusehasiversal appeal.
The biased attitude of the society on such matansbe read from her thoughts as, “after all, hee isan and, no matter
what happens, as a man he won't be judged as hasHlam. Even though | am the victim, I'm the dreéng violated”
(Zaghmout 38). To get rid of it, she tried her ldvest to down pay her appearance. It is a senotes on the insecurity of
women even in the workplace. Here, she refuseghelragainst the system although she can see ptliag defect.
Leila has her own views on marriage and so she ataaocept anyone whom her family place in front hefr.
In her opinion, one can’t accept someone whom ohe&st rejects. She is totally against the noti@t tove comes after
marriage. Her education and exposure to the pubight have drawn her with a straight perceptionsoich serious
matters in her life. As accustomed to the cultm@ms of the society on marriage, she acceptsrbgopal of Ali whom
she loves from her heart. Leila’'s extent of fematnditioning is such that she admires the Arabiadwéor a

bride, Aroos and the very name vibrates in her ears like a hgiyn.

Leila expresses her delight in being immersed withe norms of the tradition by finding out a loyihusband
after securing a good job in her appropriate aje. &@so tries to uphold the age-old practice odilega family life with
husband and children. It is her submission to qatharchal rules that departs her from biddingdin@ to her husband
Ali after revealing the heart-beaten truth thati$i@ gay who enjoys his homosexual relations efem earriage, even
after being a father. Leila tries to put her anrhifg within the perfect frame even after gettingpeged to the naked
reality. Like a typical mother, she revolves arolnmed son who stands as the compass in her lifeb8lieves that her life

is linked to the happiness of her son, to hisdifid his future. She also seeks solace and relmfiyers.

Although she is presented as an embodiment of matjeshe stands apart from other women in many .ways

She observes each and every minute detail and comtesiith her own findings. In other words, she lasvider
perspective to get out of the riddles of her IMghile placed in front of the biggest catastrophdifef betrayal by her
husband, she weighed up the options that she rthdwiidwelling into a sudden decision. Leila dedide go on with her
image as an exemplary wife and mother for her swhhas future. She is an exceptional person agsshet ready to be
submissive to the play of fate in her life. Her thiis filled with varied ideas to get back her indegence and
self-confidence. She thought of a refreshing plaantering into the realm of learning to evade hittier thoughts on life.

It helps the readers to grab the idea that edutéian effective tool that a person make use gfetoout of the obstacles

in life. Leila is a role model in this aspect a® dtarted to do a course in gender studies withfuthesupport of her
husband.

A lady who forms part of a social structure deviafi®m the path of submission to self-realizatihrcannot be
read only as her reaction to the betrayal of hebhnod, it has other social stimulations too. Sagyatem has imprisoned
her within a fictitious marriage and it is the sasystem that pushed her sister Salma to commitdeumut of fear of a
dark future full of restrictions and taboos. It'sself-realization phase in her life and she fel thge to stand up and

defend women'’s rights more broadly. After finishingr master's degree, she started a support gomapable women to
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help each other to fight against various forms mjfistice. It also enabled her to think of a natloassociation that
campaigns for an end to the social constraintsgtatent full equality between the sexes. Thoughistiolves actively in
such matters, she is not totally free of the sysssnshe enacts her role as a wife to ensure hé&cpdamily status.
Leila submits herself too much forgiving and compige in the interest of peaceful co-existencejv® for her children,
and to maintain the graph of a perfect family ia Hociety. Her life and incidents have a great eotion with her sister

Salma.

Salma is another person who fell into the handsazfal constraints due to her being not marriechaaeher
thirties. Salma is described by her grandmothefaasunplucked fruit left to rot’ because of her wmned status.
The words have the strength to unveil her maslelifconfidence. It has torn her apart. As idenista social construct, by
following the rigid norms of the society, peoplet@uatically get interwoven with the norms. As ahtjgmotivational
novel, it opens up some heartbreaking moments wherarried Salma is pushed to the emotional andhodygical edge.

It awakes her to a state of uncertainty. Salmasliuea society where patriarchal rules dominatdittes of people.

Another problem is the attitude of the society ameh to those women who are placed higher in tefnesu@er
and salary. Men won’t marry women with a higheasgalor with a more important job than his. Womeexeh are forced
to admit the ultimate goal in their lives to finchasband, not to progress in their career. Salnia ggwomotion and was
shocked to see people’s strange reaction to it.li8ae in a society where man is still a superieinly and woman is

worthy of praise only when her good fortune andcsss are shared with her husband.

She writes an anonymous, popular and highly didautg entitled, The Jordanian Spinster. She finds it as a
weapon to expose the obsession Jordanian womemiltasnarriage. She gives expressions to her fednesams, and
expectations placed on her shoulders as a Jordamieman in a society that is full of pressures aruigations.

It is through her inspiring writing, she standsfas as a northern star in her fight against thevg@ostructure of the
patriarchal system. Society forces her to lead alevtife revolving around a man who is notable dmjyhis absence. She
faces the pressure of ageing as a single womanh ruter family’s chargingSalma describes Jordanian women'’s

obsession with marriage as ‘maniacal’.

Salma deems as an eternal spinster by her fanmty/tleerefore as a source of shame. She also festkled by
the other women in her own community including thends whose mantra is, ‘it's your turn next’, aad obsessive,
matchmaking mother. She consoles herself on thegtitothat fate plays in the lives of all peoplelngafalls to an
unexpected emotional turmoil when she listens éonws that her younger sister Leila is gettingrimarsoon. Her mind
is filled with darkness to see that, “my futureks@itch black to me. I'm destined to end up adin& in my father’s house,
a prisoner to social constraints for the rest oflifi@} (Zaghmout 87). It throws light on the narrdhoughts of the society
that looks at the value of a girl proportional ter lage. She loses worth with each passing yew®rBride of Amman is
filled with a sense of foreboding, of imminent diter and it does eventually come in a dramaticdmaply affecting way
through Salma’s suicide. She sacrifices her lifa@nrevolution against the norms of society onrrage. She exposes her
protest to the rigid norms of the society by shaliow the society has transformed her as a scapegthee institution of

marriage.

Salma is an exceptional character who doesn't subenself to society. On the contrary, she figlgaiast such
evils by escaping herself from the world. She espes herself ironically as “Everyone wants to seeama bride at any

cost. And | want to be a bride, too- but not at aogt” (Zaghmout 90). She is firm in her decisi@ssshe put it, “On
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Leila’s wedding day, there won't be just one ceddion, there’ll be two. Two weddings, two bridewotcelebrations:
Salma and Leila- both brides on one night. How yagpu’ll be, Mum! I'll finally make all your dreamsome true, all one
day!” (Zaghmout 90). Salma’s expression to thesatenan in the shop while asking for a black bridie@ss alarms her
firm decision in life. She imagines herself as angiparent bride, the invisib&roos. Her thoughts are unique and her
advice to the society to be always careful on vamat wishes for. She believes that all wishes mighte true one day, but
not at all in the way one imagined. It becomes truker case where her family long for her marriagd she decides to

put a halt on all their worries. Her words havérargy power to put a chain on the ankles of sowains.

Salma sacrifices herself by submitting herselfhas‘bride’ of Amman. Her last speech before biddimgwell to
the world, especially to the city is really pieginShe says, “I've played by your rules and youstems. I've been
obedient, chaste...| have never been with a man.. & lexeelled in my studies and in my work...I work htwchelp my
father pay the bills...I work hard to help my mothéth the housework. But | have never been good ghb(zaghmout
144). Her words have a strong sense of authoritsuito the city that is filled with a rigid societjt is the absence of
political, social and economic justice that led vamto the decisive choice of death. It implies thappression and
oppression has a universal appeal. Her suicidepgted as an act of resistance, rather than slereit also depicts as a
move of solidarity with other women, and thus asrdrinsically feminist act. Salma kills herselfrfevery woman and

mother in order to exemplify the immense amouriressure addressed towards women and daughters.

Rana is a Christian female figure in the novel idits for a Muslim. Rana’s first interaction witkehlover Janty
is depicted perfectly well to posit the readershiitthe picture and mindset of a twenty-year-old|, 6f romantic ideas.
Rana is portrayed as a girl who has never beekirggido the rules. She is rebellious by nature stutbborn. She doesn’t
heed her attention to anyone except the voice irhbad. Although she is portrayed as an excepticimidd, she is really
aware of the society that restricts women’s freedegardless of the religion. Society acts as a hguale to lead the
lives of the people forward in every situation byposing strict guidelines. Through Rana, the nsvglortrays the life of

a young woman trying to feed a craving for gendpradity and personal freedom.

Society has implemented certain rigid rules to emsiominance over the lives of the people. It camdad in line
with the power structure. Rana reflects on it owben her male cousin interrogates her about Jarttyei university as, “It
is just a game, a kind of machismo contest whezg 8l vie to dominate the females of the herd"gi@aout 69). Through
the character of Rana’s cousin, it is shown thalencharacters try to overpower the female charadigrdefining the
social boundary for female. He employed his rigid aower to make emotional decisions on her beRalha’s feminine
instinct couldn’t resist a man standing to defemrd #t is, for this reason, she warns Janty andaléy who fought with a

student who behaved badly to her. It shows hen skerughts as a free individual who is capableéallherself forward.

Rana and Janty escape from their native land te #aair lives from the evil eyes of the societytttraat such
relations as unjustifiable. However, in the int¢m@sreconciliation with their families, they retuback to the native land.
It took time to melt the snow in between the fanmigmbers. As a girl who belongs to the conservaivastian family, it
is a difficult task for her to get her dream acctigh@d. It shows the pluralistic view of the Aratond in which
patriarchal traditions rule irrespective of thegin. It is, for this reason; she had to flee witr lover when she realized
that a new life is bloomed within her womb. A ladsho has constructed strongly within her own facés deerself
diminished so suddenly to the care of her lover laisdfamily. It's a downward curve of transformatithat is visible in

Rana’s life.

Impact Factor (JCC): 3.0198 - This Article can be Bwnloaded fromwww.bestjournals.in




34 Shibina. K. M.

Fleeing out of one’s homeland to a strange placeeied of safety and shelter from the patriarchaiesp
including her father and family members throw ligint her losing her individuality and identity forene survival. It fills
the mind of a reader with the consequences of tugahe norms of society. She asserts, “Socidtyntee with no other
choice. | was now in the hands of a wheel of fogttan arrow spinning like a compass that wouldatiicthe direction fate
would take me. Fate had plucked me from the rdwi$ ¢ould no longer sustain me; | was at its ma<y set off with
painful footsteps on the path ahead” (Zaghmout 1R@&a realized the power of her cultural heritdmge exerts over the
society. Arab patriarchal dominance over the wonceosses all areas irrespective of any geographicasocial
boundaries. Rana made a fresh start with her vexdmaimunion with her father after the birth of heigealic daughter,
Sarah. It ultimately leads her to return back tormeive land with a great understanding that lisvihe greatest sacrifice
as well as the greatest source of suffering. Rasa social being has got entangled with the @llzharacteristics that
force her to be anxious about the future of heigtiger. She thinks that her actions in the past titighie an impact on her
daughter’s life. However, she takes modest coutagemind her that she is the master of her owtirdedt throws an

optimistic note on freedom that women will enjoythre future.

Hayat, Leila’s friend, is depicted as a victim nEést. She carries a painful secret and is prapose. A feeling
of injustice and exploitation pervades throughoett life. Life teaches her a lot of lessons. Sha @urious girl with an
intense desire to learn. She wants to live, to aparto wipe out the memory of the past. Her fattlesays imposes his
power on her. Her ambition in her life is that Sheeded a man who could restore hope to her lifeight in shining
armor who would deliver her from her father’'s hoas& crown her as his queen” (Zaghmout 24). Heticeiship with
Qais is developed unconsciously out of this lifgjatesire. But, his view of relation as somethingt the should feel
throws light on the patriarchal urge to suppressmen through physical union. Although she doesretdyto his wish, she
lives in the hope of a better life with him as Ineal life is too hard without daydreams. She isagisvoptimistic as she
asserts “every cloud has a silver lining” (Zaghmgbix. She was a victim of her father’'s abuse indiéidhood and for her
utter tragedy, the same torment she has experidnoadher father for her understanding that thentmts are not over
yet. She also believes in fate and feels that “Fete conspired to play along with him that nigifaghmout 59). He
exploited her affection towards her mother as apeaao get her submissive to his will. The mentajwsh that she has
suffered throws light on the pathetic life of thageo get abused in domestic places. Though rulgkismground are rigid,

people conceal such bitter realities to guard theiror in the society.

Hayat's life has taken an unexpected turn in thistext as she felt an urge to protest againstdtbef's action by
submitting herself to the wills of Qais. She geoable blow in her life understanding that Qasodeft her alone after
enjoying her body. Later, she gets indulged in ipldtsexual relations only to connect with peopleom she hopes will
help her to get progress in her life. Her wish csertree through Amr, a man in his forties who wagilat with Royal
Jordanian Airlines. He helped her to get the jolamasir hostess. Amr’s assistance in securing hieb avith him can be

read in line with his securing her presence for,kirthread of indirect dominance.
Hayat's view of life is entirely different from oth female characters as she puts it:

As far as | am concerned, human beings have prithveanselves generally to be weak and contemptible.
We tend to be weak until we find someone weaken thaselves, and then we become stronger at their
expense. | no longer want to be one of the victiths.have to trample on weaker people on the way,

that's what | am going to have to do. (Zaghmout)116
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Hayat realized that she has never fit into theridste mold of what is considered a healthy relaship. She met
a senior economic advisor, John, on his way to Amma a USAID project in Jordan. His thoughts on marriage and
sexual relationships show his free attitude anthgamentality that attracted Hayat. Though she dotilagree with him
on sexual freedom, his way of thinking made an e&spion on her. For the first time in her life, $bels a sense of
autonomy with a person who believes that “Love trerthan sex” (Zaghmout 204). Hayat, the girl wlesatibed herself
as a butterfly with clipped wings, becomes anrarlstewardess and literally flies away to leadgpldife. The final man

in her life becomes a source of her happiness, ke safety. She became the perfect bride indkieln

The female characters portrayed throughout the Inrmsvéhe prey of victimization. It gives a visioh ldelong
suppression and domination of patriarchy over #rade strata. The writer tried to show that thdiwis will ultimately
surrender to the cause and submit themselves tpldlyeof fate by leading a life ahead as in theeaafsLeila. She puts a
veil over her life by diverting her mind and actsem advocate for women’s, LGBTQIA and sex workegtits. Salma is
exclusion to such a group and she prefers to &ilbélf in a gallant act of reaffirmation. She is tkal epitome of chastity

who surrenders herself to the city as ‘the Brid&wfman'.
CONCLUSIONS

To sum up, the representation of femininity and ringerial reality of women’s lives in the post-auln Arab
world under the often male-dominated culture aotupéd vividly using the lives of women who beldiegboth lower and
upper classes. It's worth to look at the statusvofmen in this postmodern era. Although she playita place in the
development of the society, she is not getting rdeognition she deserves. During the ancient tindsle the Arab
society was backward in education and cultural igveent, women'’s rights were totally denied. Thélmuexpected a
change when the world stepped into the twenty-fieshtury. But, the discrimination of the societyamgt women
increased day by day. Culture and tradition impmes#ain rules on women. In reality, cultural norane the commodities
of the society. Though all major characters weegeuictims of social norms, they tried to get outtud tackle in one way
or the other. The novel underscores feminism asfitlds the dreams, aspirations, problems and emaltconflicts of the
female characters. It has established its conneetith the lives, values, beliefs, and culturegpebple who belong to
Jordan. The characters, their agonies, and suffe@ne entwined with the people who originally lisehose places. It is
their life, their concerns, and their aspiratiomattare portrayed effectively by the writer.
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